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GETTING BY

on the

STREETS

Relying on panhandling,
government aid or work,
these homeless hang on

By Blair Anthony Rabenson
BEE STAFF WRITER

assandea Farr [s a mothier
of fiwe, with & slxih due
Sepl. 2, Homeless since

Decembser, shi's consumed by
Rudlt for putting her children
through a dizzy, numb kind of
hedl, bounclog from shelier 1o
shelter, standing oul from all the
families that seem so reygular aigd
happy.

July began for Farr with the
lirst good news since she wound
up homeless: An emergency
shelter in Sacramento would for
60 days provide room, board and
counsel for marm and family
Farr. who recelves $781 3 month
I welfare and 399 in food
s1amps, also would be put on a

—_ =

strict budged (o hefp her save
etrgth imoney for an apartment,

"My goal,” Far, 33, proclaimed
al the beglnning of July, “is nol (o
spiind any nsey at all.”

Feaple like Farr don't beoome
homidess for just one reason, The
reasons add wp untll semething
glves, untll bridges are burned
and optlans s dry. But money =
ar ihe lack of it = Is what keeps
many pesple homeless; And
modey may be ihelr ileket out,

Forthe 31 days of July, The
Bee studied Farr and three other
homeless pesple to witness,
dollar by dellar and day by day,
levwr they ran thelr lives and
whether they had a serious
chance of getting off the streets.

» HOMELESS, page Al2
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Cassandra Farr, 33, left, has five children, and a slxth bs on the way. She feels gulity about exposing her
living in & small shefter room for 60 days. Dealing with a difficult pregnancy, Farr's goal ks Lo find a home

e R R

the homeless life. The tamily Is
she has her baby.

Lacramento Bes
photograpiy oy
Chiis Crewell

David "Doc™
Walker, 55,

panhandles
during after-
neon rush
hears, He can
pull bn ap to
520 In an howr,

Cliif Crooks, 56, above,
takes a break witha
clgarette and some
Gatorade. He calls his
van home. Blzabeth
Harz, 56, left, lights up
a dgarette. She works
temporary jobs and
sleeps on church steps,
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of survival
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Housing
Crisis
deepens

. Advocates rally at the

. Capitol in support of a
measure to build more
affordable dwellings.

By Silvina Martinez
BEE STAFF WRITER
More than 30,000 families are waiting
m for federal housing help in Sacramento,
f the rental vacancy rate remains below 3

and the average rent rose more
than 15 percent in the last 18 months.
i In addition, more than 2,000 units
g have been taken out of the affordable
I housing market, as long-held contracts
oy J

legislation that would allow the cop-
struction of nearly 1.5 million low-in-
come homes across the country in the
next 10 years.

The National Housing Trust Fund, pro-
posed In bills introduced in the Senate
and the House earlier this year, would

be used as a permanent source for the
construction, rehabilitation and preser-
, Vationof housing for low-income people

ey drawn from excess

Aldo Vasti, top right, makes a protest
slmunmanuﬂ\mmufﬂnmlhlq
e e
supported legisia-
tion that would allow the construction
of nearly 1.5 million low-income homes







Dol a tip?

Faa fito

Gapital bitea at
458-Te0, eall
i, eal, 133,
-l by bilgei
Ewbraviow com.

Drogls on display: Vhore hey werd,
ont in Cesnr Chaver Park, in the
figwet of Doventow MSactmnento, in
ull their prubhy glory, demonding Lo
be seen, and heeded, and foussed
Sacrmmento’s bomaless propuls
tion keeps out of sight as much as
poasible, in accardanos with popual
e

anal political will: They cong
in the environs rround Friendship
Yark onthe seedier frmge of Suacri

Wiy campsalong

micada or 'l
the Americon River

Those whio venlure (nlo e
aiale pans of lawn ure

il duuriismenl Tog

pok people Tiving

beriefncion Lestved & Fishas
i ke

ranks af tha hameless have bean
EMOWINE Every Y while the num
ber oi places
thisir heads has been shirmking, M-
dreds af homeless peaple ale
Tree lusches im the park, then banged
ot the doors of power, demanding
help

“We shouldn't hive 1o bep. We
shouldn®t have 1o ask,” declamed
Chris Delany, o founder of Loaves &
Fishes; in afiery orawry tiat could
hve heei ke by Eugene Debs
o Mother Joges. "1t ahould be the
hatsle right that everyone s shels
Let,”

auch n sentiment seems quaimnily
and naively compissionale fn ihese

s very poacio lie

days of cutlimoal capitalism, wn ant
epuated pobian Ml members of &
socioly have an |)|_|1jg.j[:|_||| Lo e
another, and particulay. iy the
weakesl nold least capahlé cltizens

B who knows, 100 years friun
nuw, maybe the nbeaof letting profi-
iteting corportions wid individuals
exploi the misses will seem like o
Mrange ald coneept o which few
can rekite. We cin only hope, and
work b make il s,

m—_“.ﬂ‘_
Keith Henderson, 11, KTiends a homedesa rally Thursday at Cesar £,
Chawaz Plaza I Sacramentn, Hendersan's family of four becima
ncemelits I February and s pow Sying In 8 subsidiced motal

More housing urged
at rally for homeless

ernile e beliny

Ay Jenmnides K. Moriia i ant

| dan'i
A, Ingrasy add
praving
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The American River Farkway it Ui
~ Foundation |
ENDORSED BY:

ey e T R S 1y A
| WARNING: I you dont want to jeinin, i.'-u;m !
rt might be advisable to clean your area

befare some ml!-maun'ma idist fries to.| ™

S L e e e i i

CHEEK IN NEAR NURTHGM;Eé L PF.\SU BLVDS.
9-12 cloanup T EdRTER

- & AT WILLIAM POND .
| RIVGP‘F,GS‘E» CEHAT'S ABOUT 18 MILES UPSTREAM)
L ﬁéﬁvjt{g&jnc}u‘dafuad, music;entertainment ' weirdest item
. -fﬁ.unﬂfq@tegt‘qndi_r_@hfﬁﬁ[lgtmmm. (If }/uau_neﬁd trans-
_ portation. contactthe SHLC office, corner of L fthern ot
¢ 1122156, Can't quarantee o ride,but well try.)
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Financial Sponsor:







Friday, July 6, 2001 is the date
1:30 thru 3:30 PM is the time

Let’s meet by the 16th Street (160)’s Northgate Blvd. off-ramp
Near the corner of Northgate and Del Paso Blvds.

Hey! We finally got our
official Adopt-the-
Parkway sign at the Mile
Z marker along the
American River Parkway
bike trail. It sayvs that
Sacramento Howmeless
Organizing Committee” Is
the land steward for Mile
Z-3 of the parkway. It
totally insinuates that
fomeless people are vol -
unteering to take care of
this piece of land, don't
you think:

ADOPI

Lin

: PARKWAY

........

Bags and gloves
will be provided.

“ Parﬂcrpaﬂts wm

receive an

American River =

Cleanup T-Shirt, as
supplies lasts (If

- we runout we’ll

order more).

Also, a sack lunch,

water and sodas.












Sample of clean up work logs













