
































&rt Clay does some metal work in his van, which
doubles as his home. Clay formed Sacramento

Art: Sketch a

Continued from page Bl

laws thal he beheves mirnge up-

) go, Clay formed Lhe
Sacruments Homeless Artisan
an ad hoe gEroun of about M0 artigis
whio L"J!.:L'E".'.ht'l_'n' Enow their work
8L varous I'l!.'-i'l-ll-'“.' =6 Arouna the
eity. The artists meet accasionally
in the library st Louves and Fish
&5, sharing their struggles and
working side-by-side on art pleces

Some of their work reveals the
unique perspectives of people liv-
ing outside malnstream cultury
Other pivces are practice sketches
of pictures irom books, painstak-
ng etchings to relieve boredom
and hone artistic skills

“Llook at & book. | see a picture

'l like — 1 draw it” said Ernie

- Mashoug, who carries his pencil
etchings of apes, movie stars and
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orn Pringles potato

Ip tube .
Lee Parks displaved a pastel
drawing with very little light, save
for some intermittent rays of sun-
shine bouncing off fat vines, It is a
portrait of X Street Mall seen
from the perspective of a person
peering from behind a bush

“You're buck off the road, under
the hush and you're seeing the
streel where everybody else js"
said Parks, 48

Doretts Kick, known as “Pock.
ets” by her friends, said she began
aketching sbout two years ago,
ahortly alter a homeless woman
wie raped and murdered

"I felt she would have wanted
mi 1o use that situation in o posi-
tive wuy,” said Kirk, Kirk drew o
pastel of the slain woman snd car-
rigd it in a rully to protest violenee
against women,

"A lot of women bécome homs.
less to escape violence, only 1o be-
come victims of violence on the
streets,” Kirk said, adding that
she became homeless after lagy-
ing her husband the day altar
Christmas in 1992, ‘e

Bee photggraph/Anne Chadwich Willisms

Homeless Artisans, a group of about 20 artists
who show their work at various businesses.

protest of violence

the Homeless Artisan
pay for their awn art tools !_.1';{::‘_-_
on the limited expenses with the
hape of one day selling their work
Often they do. The group also re-
ceives donations of drowing paper
und sketching tools from area uni-
versitles.

Mpst of :

g i

Raviond Villanueva, a carver
known on the streets as “Rusor”
doesn’t need many art tools, Ha
carves pieces of wood he finds in
the streets, using an old knife he's
hod for vedrs. He specializes in
multilavered works, carvings of
doves resting within peace signs
ar other symbols encased within
uther finely hewn shapes.

"Razor,” like many othér of his
fellow artists. |s somewhat non-
chalant about his art.

“It keeps me from dying of bore-
|.jul!t!.‘I he said.

Works by the Homeless Arti-
sans will be on display theough
dJanuary ot Espresso Metro, at
11th and Kstreets, i

Peoplis o organizations wish ing

to sponsor an art show may call
Art Clavat 492-1115. o g



Homeless artist Lee Parks sits in Espresso Metro at 11th
and K streets with four of his paintings on the wall.

Sculptures, paintings
give sense of purpose
or help pass the time

By Pamela Martineau
Bew Staff Writer

AT,
a wide
lances on

The sculptor of the tiny “junk art’

ticulously to achieve
the perfect balance in the t
rine he molded from a horss

That's because he knows a thing or
two about balance, the artist said, hav-
ing once hean gravely out of gquilibrium,
sulfering from bipolar mental illness.

"] aeked God, "Should I quit my trade,
put a gun to my head or bec an art-
izt,'" said Art Clay, as he
welding tools in the van that is both his
art studio and home,

Clay, 53, chose the artist route and
found that crafting art pieces that fea-
ture complicated theories of symmetry

Raymond Villanueva, kn

hrought a measure of balance into his
own life.

“T'll never go back to my middle class
life,” gaid Clay.

Few would call Clay's current life mid-

awn on the streets as “Razor,” carved this tolemon 2
tree stump at Loaves & Fishes in Sacramento, where he teaches woodcuting.

Bes photographs/Anne Chadwo Wiars
Works by the Sacramento Homeless Artisans will be on
display at the shop through the end of this month

Street people find home in theiréfi:'

dle class. He is homeless, livingea the
streets of Sacramento, attemplogio oo
ganize his homeless hrothren o fight
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from the heart

- gives voice to homeless

But the the mun thaust of the nowspager,
its publishers say, ix to offer homeless pon-

ihiir oswn vorice,

"liver;hmlﬁ has that desine 1o he heanl,”
sail Eiklee Harris, president of ihe Sacra-
menlo Homeless  Organizing Commitiee.
“Hyverybody nesds someone (o hear them
This is & way [or those to do w0

Since it began publishing in February,

Harris snil circulabion khas increased from
nm 20000 1w 5,000 copies. Distribution siles
inclode Loaves & Fishes, the Salvafion
Armmy, Legal Services of Nonbern Califor-
nia, ooffechouses, bookaores amd commmus
ni!ir cenlers. The paper s fee.

Nost people say they bke it Hanrls sabd
of ihe pablic's response o the paper. “I've
heard only good stores actually.”

Matthew Drave, a sales clerk o Open
Book LTD, a bisakstowe ai 910 2168 51, said
his shop's clstinens seen (o resct positively
bor ther papet.

“1 think we had about 20 bssues (st the
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SHOC members attended the Homeless Summit
in Santa Cruz












































































