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Street Corner

Taken Off Street
= who misses the
homeless?

VANCOUVER, CANADA:

On & cool summer night with a view of
the sun sefting behind Mancouvers North
Share Mountains and the light reflecting
off the Burrard Inlet, Frank Majopich lies
comfortably on his sleeping bag in the
Downtown Eastsides Crab Park reading
a newspaper. While Vrajopich has been
homeless of-and-on for almost three
years, he says sieeping outdoors in the
scenic Crab Park is an improvement to
Iiving in a bed bug-invested holel in the
Downtown Easlside, Canadas poorest
postal code,

“You go nuis,” says Vajopich. “ was
getting bit every night. You can't protect
your bed good enough to make it stop.
| would have bites all over my legs. |
couldn't sieap”
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Off the Hook

conclusion

by Marc Brandes

SACRAMENTC, CA:  Muir Pack. the hwo-
and-a-haif acre park ot 16 and C Strests.
has recently changed from a public park {o
a “children’s playground” | am not referring
to the small fenced area within the park which
surmpunds the swings and chmbing appara
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Mature's

Off the Hook:

Last year Vrajopich was briefly Iiving In
the Burns Block, a Single Room
Dccupancy (SRQO) hotel at Hastings and
Carrall, before being aviciad with the rest
ol the roughly twenty tenanis on just an
hour's notice. The Vancouver Fire
Department had gone into the building
for @ roubine inspection; bul when they
found fire exits blocked and extinguish
&rs amply, they quickly shut it down and
forced the tenants lo seek shelter

The sudden closure of the Bums Block
has become symbolic of govemment
inaction o Vancouvers housing  crisis
Since coming 1o power in 2001, the
current Liberal provincial government
has invested liftle in housing, pushing
most of the responsibility onto the private
sector. Wik “hard-to-house” tenants
filling up the Downtown Eastside (many
drug addicts, mentally ill or both), land

Tug but the whole square block! Whatl does
this mean you may ask Simply this; it you
enter the park wilhoul accompanying a child
youl could be cited by a police oficer for wvio-
lating a cily code:. Simply stated, Muir Park
15 no longer-a public space

How did this happen? The Parks Department
and the Sacramanto City Council, spurred on
by the Alkall Flats Neighborhood Association

deckded 1o change the designation of the park
after holding a series of community meelings
in the las! coluple of years. The Parks
Department spent 600 thousand dollars to
add addiional chimbing apparatus for chil
dren, as well as instaling a pathway around
the soceer hield, which they call a “trike frack”
They also added some tables under the alm
frees near 16th Street and call this the
‘summear camp area”  They even wenl so
far as to weld metal figures of children playing
nghl into the park’s perimeter fence.

Mow fhat the whole park has “childrens
amenites” throughout s entire 2 1/2° acres,
they am saying that adults without kids should
not be able to use the park. This logic has
50 many flaws that i is laughable.  First of
all, the basketball cour and soccer field,
which certainly can be used by kids, are also
faciities that are used by adults. The “irke
frack” {I have yol 10 soe a tricycle in the park)
is also @ walking and jogging track

How the Canadian Government Backed Out of Housing
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lords have allowed bulklings to deteno
rate to the point wheme they have been
shut down, in the process cashing in on
gentrification by saelling them for millions
lo ambitious davelopers.

The municipal govemment, in turn, has
done even less to enforce bylaws that
would require landlords 1o make repairs
o dilapidated buildings. Mancouver's
housing sifuation has gotten so bad that
someone like \kajopich, who is looking
for clean and safe housing, would rather
sleep outdoors than in the often viclent
and infested housing that does remain
available in the city

But while community activists and oppe
sition  politicians In Vancouver have
staged protests against both the provin
clal and municipal governments, very
Itie attention or blame has been put on
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Sit in a Park - Get a Ticket!

The real reasen the City and the Parks Dept
mage Ihese changes is that they simply do
not like: 1o ses poor folks hanging around tha
park, whether they are behaving legally or
not! | have even heard residents and bus:
ness owners say this publicly There are
many laws regarding alcohol and dreg use
m parks. and folks who viclate these laws
can be cited lor these infrachions, so i isn't
just behavior thal i being largeted

This is not the fiest time that the city has
abused Hs power 1o keep folks out of this
park. About 10 years ago when the city buill
the penmetar fence around Muir Park, they
alea installed & coded gate &t the entrance
This meant thal a person would have 1o call
the Parks Depl fo obtain the code to enter
the park.  As well as being blatantly dis
cnminalory, this policy was a total failume, as
very few people al all used the park

If you' beleve strongly as | do that oty parks
are public spaces, such as libvanes o public
beaches, which should not be restncled m
anyway. then please contact the following
people and lel them know how you leel
Councilman Steve Coben 208-7003; Janel
Baker, Park Operations Manager BO08-8234;
Mayor Heather Farge B808-5300






















